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Qualified renters harder to come by, survey finds

Wine-and-cheese tour of 7th Avenue homes today

More than half the respondents to a survey of 870 property managers nationwide said they’re
having more difficulty finding qualified renters for their residential properties than they did
last year.
And 81 percent of respondents said they are concerned
they will not find reliable tenants for the rest of the year,
according to the survey by TransUnion, a credit and information management firm.
Access to income and employment information was the
most important factor in screening prospective tenants for
33 percent of the respondents, and 28 percent said criminal
background checks were the most important factor, followed by credit history.

Real estate agent Sonja Leonard Leonard is hosting a wine-and-cheese tour in the Seventh Avenue Historic District from 2 to 4 p.m. today.
Leonard, who is billing the tour as her new stimulus plan, is giving away
lottery tickets to those who take the tour of the five houses.
Homes on the tour include:
B 680 Emerson St., listed for $1.4 million.
B 735 Emerson St., listed for $865,000.
B 3601 E. Seventh Ave., listed for $550,000.
B 1333 Lafayette St., listed for $459,000.
B 811 Marion St., listed for $539,000.
Margaret Jackson, The Denver Post
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Little touches can make a big deal
From theaters to sinks,
properties for sale are
flush with amenities.
By Christian Toto
Special to The Denver Post

The economy continues to suffer,
and the housing market remains a
mixed bag.
That doesn’t mean area homebuyers aren’t still interested in properties
featuring top-of-the-line amenities.
For some home and condo buyers,
money remains no object. For others,
home shopping means perusing properties that took advantage of the early
2000 boom by installing wine rooms,
saunas and other posh additions.
The Pinnacle at City Park South exemplifies the kind of chic condo complex where the list of amenities would
make Donald Trump blush.
The Pinnacle offers a full-fledged
movie room, a guest suite that owners
can rent out when a family member
comes to town, a wine nook and a
large lap pool with a deck featuring
top-notch views.
The rise of wealthy baby boomers
means more-affluent Denver residents are seeking amenity-soaked
homes, said Scott Menefee, vice president of real estate with Opus Northwest, the group responsible for The
Pinnacle.
David Steel, a partner with Western
Development Group, which brought
NorthCreek to Denver, said folks
from Aspen and Vail are making units
in the Cherry Creek condo complex
their second — or third — homes.
NorthCreek’s opulent units feature
soundproof rooms, and heated decks
and toilet seats.

Not all amenities age well.
Steel said steam showers, once a
popular feature, aren’t in vogue anymore. Menefee said The Pinnacle’s
wine room gets far less foot traffic
than the movie theater or business
center.
First-time homebuyers probably
won’t have the resources to move into
either The Pinnacle or NorthCreek,
but they can be the most susceptible
to the lure of more modest amenities,
said Sabrina Soto, the host of “Get It
Sold” on HGTV.
“For a first-time buyer, the littlest
thing can really sell them on a house,
like a his-and-her sink,” Soto said, adding that first-timers are so used to
their perfunctory rental homes with
sterile white walls that amenities offer an irresistible attraction.
Amy Dorsey, president of the Colorado Association of Realtors, said
amenities including workout rooms,
home theaters and outdoor fireplaces
are commonplace.
The rush to add amenities to homes
occurred after 2001, a dual response
to an economy that was rebuilding
and the desire to stay closer to home
following the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks,
she said.
“People began beefing up their houses. The mentality changed somewhat,” she said.
Today, fewer homeowners are eager to sink extra cash into their
homes. They are focusing on more
practical home components, and return on investment for amenities is uneven at best, she said.
“Pools are very personal; you can
take it or leave it,” she said. “Workout
rooms are great, but a lot of people
can’t get themselves motivated at
home. They end up using the room for
something else.”

Scott Menefee, above, is
with Opus
Northwest,
the group behind amenityrich The Pinnacle at City
Park South,
which features a
decked-out
theater, left.

One amenity likely to turn a shopper’s head is a decked-out media
room, she said.
Brandon Bidwell, broker associate
with Re/Max Alliance in Fort Collins,
said owners in Observatory Village
can sample more traditional amenities like its pool and clubhouse.
The Village offers one amenity few
competing complexes can match —
an actual observatory owners can use.
In a way, the observatory offers a fitting analogy for amenities as a whole.
“I don’t think the observatory is the
reason people bought here,” he said.

Luxurious patio homes

John Prieto,
The Denver Post

Harvard Communities!

UNHEARD OF VALUE IN CHERRY CREEK
Resort living hidden like a jewel right in the center of the city. An
architectural masterpiece with soaring ceilings, 4 fireplaces,
elevator, his and hers baths and magnificent Colorado Stone.
Situated on two lots in a coveted gated area. Property includes
a gorgeous swimming pool, lighted tennis court, cabana and
separate guest apartment. Other features: a 3 car garage,
fountain and hot tub, steam showers. This one has it all! Over
6,000 square feet, 4 bedrooms. $1,995,000.00. 400 South
Steele Street #18.
Bobbi Lou Miller 303-638-3296 Jennifer Dechtman 303-669-8889

PRADERA GOLF VILLAS

LOW-MAINTENANCE RANCH STYLE SOLAR HOME IN LOWRY

Offering true Colorado appeal, you can enjoy a luxurious lifestyle at the
Pradera Golf Club. Located in the rolling hills of Parker, this resort-style
community features a private Golf Club, tennis, swimming, exercise facility,
walking trails, and more. Starting from the high $400's, these stylish 3
bedroom + study patio homes are open ranch-style villas ranging in size
from 2630 to 3353 sf. All are beautifully appointed with partially finished
basements and incredible finishes, including slab granite, GE Profile
appliances, beautiful maple cabinetry, and much more. Both walk-out and
golf course home sites are available. Pradera is an easy 12 minute commute
to I-25. PARK Meadows, DTC and Inverness are all close by. PRADERA
GOLF VILLA SALES 303-805-4222 OR www.DRHORTONCOLORADO.com.

9570 E. 5th Ave: The Roslyn is a beautifully designed ranch plan
featuring a light & bright study at the front of the home with an
optional courtyard for more outdoor space. Generous master
bedroom suite plus guest bedroom and bath. Great room with 12'
ceiling and many windows lives large, and is perfect for entertaining.
1,937 square feet plus unfinished basement. Two car garage. Built
Green and Energy Star for enduring value. Solar included! New start.
$498,000
Arbors at Lowry offers other plans & prices
www.arborslowry.com

DR Horton 303-805-4222

Judi Phillips/Builders Marketing Group 303-366-2555
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NEW PRICE $461,000

BRAND NEW IN DTC

SUMMER SPECIAL PRICING $341,000!

8110 E Union Ave #1610 - Denver, CO
Live seamlessly. Way above the rest in this Two bedroom-Plus den, Two bath
home with elegant design, finishes and appointments. Located on the 16th floor
of Penterra Plaza in the heart of the Denver Tech Center, Penterra Residence
1610 features1,550 square feet of living space and amazing views to the North.
For more information, visit us online at www.PenterraHighRise.com or call
866-543-9506 to schedule your personal showing. Ask about our new
special summer pricing on select homes!

8100 E Union Ave #914 - Denver, CO
Penterra Plaza Residence 914 boasts 1,469 square feet of living space in a two
bedroom, two bath F-2 floor plan with elegant design finishes and appointments.
Located in the heart of the Denver Tech Center, Penterra Plaza offers everyday
amenities like a concierge at your service, outdoor terrace deck, a fully equipped
fitness center and guest suite are at your disposal. For more information, visit us
online at www.PenterraHighRise.com or call 866-543-9506 to schedule
your personal showing. Ask about our new special summer pricing on
select homes!
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